
INTRAVENOUS MORPHINE PROTOCOL 
FOR USE IN EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT  ONLY  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 THIS ALGORITHM CAN BE USED TO GIVE UP TO A TOTAL OF 10MG 
 OXYGEN SUPPLEMENTATION FOR DURATION OF IV ADMINISTRATION. 

 

 

PAIN SCORE 7 OR MORE? 

SEDATION SCORE – IS PATIENT ALERT / RESPONDING 
TO VOICE? 

ARE OXYGEN SATURATIONS GREATER THAN 94% 

SYSTOLIC BP >90MG Hg? 

RESPIRATORY RATE greater than 10 breaths / minute? 

IS THIS THE INITIAL BOLUS ? 

RECORD OBSERVATIONS EVERY 5 MINUTES FOR 30 MINUTES 
AFTER LAST BOLUS GIVEN 

 PULSE, BP, SAO2, RESPIRATORY RATE, 

 PAIN / SEDATION SCORE 
DOCUMENT IV BOLUS ON PRESCRIPTION CHART & NURSING 

RECORD. 

 

GIVE 2 -5 MG 
BOLUS IV 

GIVE 1 - 2MG 
BOLUS IV 

NO 

SEDATION SCORE 

Alert 
Voice 
Pain 
Unresponsive 

PAIN SCORE 
 
0 = NO PAIN 
1 - 3 = MILD 
5 - 6 = MODERATE 
7 + = SEVERE 
 
 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES NO 

NO 

NO Have you considered 

PARACETAMOL, NSAID’s, CODEINE, 
BUSCOPAN. 

 

NO 
CONSIDER 

NALOXONE 

 

NO 

 
SEEK ADVICE 

FROM SENIOR 
ED DOCTOR 

 

DOSE – 1mg / ml (max. dose 10mg ) 


